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Ventura County Health Care Plan will review and approve requests for brand name medication where 

the prescribing physician has requested “Dispense as Written” or “DAW” and consider its use as 

medically necessary when the following criteria have been met.  

Pre-Authorization Criteria: 

Approve if the Brand product being requested due to a formulation difference in the inactive 

ingredient(s) [e.g., difference in dyes, fillers, preservatives] between the Brand and the bioequivalent 

generic product which, per the prescribing physician, would result in a significant allergy or serious 

adverse reaction AND has a completed FDA MedWatch form and submitted to FDA. 

The completed FDA MedWatch form must be included with this request (see attachment 1). A copy of 

the FDA MedWatch form may be obtained online at: 

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/medwatch/index.cfm   
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Attachment 1: Med Watch Consumer Voluntary Reporting (Form FDA 3500B) 
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